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When the Apricots Bloom by Gina Wilkinson Summary

In the enchanting backdrop of Baghdad, under the watchful eyes of the secret police, Huda finds solace in her fragrant garden. As a secretary at the Australian embassy, she lives in constant fear of the mukhabarat, whose relentless surveillance seeks any information that can be used against America and its allies. Forced into a precarious position, Huda is ordered to befriend Ally Wilson, the wife of the deputy ambassador. Reluctant to become an informant, Huda’s motivations are driven by her concern for her teenage son, who may be coerced into joining a dangerous militia.

Unbeknownst to Huda, Ally harbors her own perilous secrets, adding further complexity to their intertwined lives. Rania, once a dear friend to Huda, comes from a privileged background as the daughter of a sheikh. However, their family’s wealth has dissipated, leaving Rania fighting to protect her child and provide them with a safe haven. As the paths of these three women converge, their hidden pasts intertwine with their present realities, setting off a chain of events that tests their loyalty and forces them to make harrowing sacrifices to safeguard their families.

Amidst the constant threat of betrayal, a fragile bond of trust emerges, binding them together in a shared struggle. In their quest for survival, they must navigate treacherous terrain, knowing that the consequences of their actions could reverberate with life-altering ramifications. In a world fraught with danger and uncertainty, they find strength in one another, determined to protect what matters most, even as they confront the harsh realities of their choices.

About The Author

Gina Wilkinson is a renowned author of historical fiction novels, such as The Bird in the Bamboo Cage and When the Apricots Bloom. She draws inspiration from her extensive travels and experiences as a foreign correspondent and diplomat in the Middle East, Asia, and Africa. You may also like Mr Garcia by T L Swan

She has won several awards for her writing, including the HarperCollins/UBC Prize for Best New Fiction and the Barbara Jefferis Award. She lives in Canberra, Australia, with her husband and two children.
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